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Abstract:
The objective of this assignment is to take a closer look at the lesser spoken topic of domestic terrorism in relation to the United States.  Specifically drawing focus onto anarchism, ideological left and right-wings as well as the single-issue terrorist in an attempt to determine how each idea came to gain a following in the U.S. and the resulting effects of social demographics.












U.S. Anarchism
	Although the doctrine of anarchism may have shared similar traits to both the ideological left and right-wing counter parts, such as a desire to over throw the government, historically speaking, a majority of anarchists have not been supporters of the terrorist methods utilized by other groups in their efforts to achieve that mutual end to government control.  Thereby, the association of anarchism with terrorism in their present incarnations “may be unjustly deserved” (Poland, 2011, p. 29).  However, in the past, anarchist were known for having a tradition of assassination and thereby creating “the equation that anarchism = terrorism” (Poland, 2011, p. 29), although that being said, the first and coincidentally also the last confirmed such assassination in the U.S. took place on September 6th 1901 with the shooting of President William McKinley while attending an exposition in Buffalo New York by self-proclaimed anarchist Leon Frank Czolgosz (buffalo.edu).  McKinley survived for an additional eight days before succumbing to his wounds.  Czolgosz would be more accurately described as a lone-wolf copycat ideological hit-man as all of the numerous anarchist groups that he had attempted to join rejected him outright, and so, on the heels of a nervous breakdown in 1898, he continued to “pursue radical politics on his own” and “finding inspiration for his future crime in the newspaper” with the international news of the assassination of King Umberto I of Italy by anarchist Gaetano Bresci on July 29th 1900 (biography.com).  Although there is some speculation surrounding his decision “to reenact Bresci’s crime on American soil”, it may well have been a simple as a crime of opportunity as Czolgosz “was already in Buffalo when it was announced that President William McKinley would visit the Pan-American Exposition being held there” (biography.com).

	“In the United States the anarchists attained their greatest success by relying on labor unions as the main instrument of revolutionary struggle” (Poland, 2011), and even that association is what Poland previously referred to as being “unjustly deserved”, as it was never the intent of the labor unions to overthrow government, but rather to be treated fairly in the work place.  Anarchist used the discontent of the labor unions as a tool for recruitment by offering to organize and promote rallies on their behalf.  The proverbial ‘sheep in wolves clothing’ so to speak.  One such example hails from Chicago’s Haymarket Square, where a blended rally of both anarchists and labor activists took a deadly turn.  On May 4th 1886, “an unknown assailant tossed a bomb into a throng of riot police” and “in the resulting chaos that erupted” as a result it “marked the anarchist movement as violent and made Chicago world-famous for labor conflict” (Miller, 2003).  Though all eight of the men who were “arrested and charged with murder at Haymarket” were anarchists [As a somewhat interesting side note, six of the eight men happened to be German immigrants] who “opposed Chicago’s elite businessmen, whom they believed stood for ‘starvation of the masses, privileges and luxury for the few,’ the eight held very different ideas about what action to take” (Miller, 2003).  “Some advocated change through violence, while others believed progress could come via social engineering” (Miller, 2003).  This is actually a very representative example of the problem for the movement.  All could agree about what they wanted in the end, but there was little cohesion as to which ideas were best to bring about the desired change.  Lacking any real organization, the threat posed by Anarchists in the U.S. is nonexistent.

Ideological Left-wing Terrorism in the U.S.
	Abbreviated and short lived, various sects of the Ideological Left-wing groups existed for roughly thirty years and then vanished approximately twenty-five years ago.  The bi-racial uprising that was the collective leftists groups were dealt with in a significantly more efficient manner than their mono-toned elitist counterparts.  Putting it into perspective, the left-wing groups dissolved before many classmates were out of diapers, and existed for a fraction of the time (1/5th or 20%) of the history of the most well-known faction of the right-wing ideologist groups, the KKK, which this year marks its 150th anniversary.  Our text states that “by the mid-1980s, the recent history of left-wing groups ended, and all supporters of the left were either hiding or in prison.  After the fall of the Soviet Union, leftists were deprived of a coherent ideology, and after 1990, left-wing terrorism in the United States virtually vanished” (Poland, 2011, pg. 37).  Given that one of the very few things that the two extremes appeared to have in common was their need for funding by way of armored truck and bank robbery, I doubt it’s a coincidence that government efforts against the left-wing ideological groups were met with such success.  In yet another bit of irony, whether or not extremists from both ends – left & right, black & white, it would also appear that both held a similar motive in wanting exclusion and segregation from one another, albeit with very different ideas about the methods utilized to go about achieving those mutually desired ends.  For example, our text readings note that a leftists group known as the Republic of New Africa (RNA) sought to establish a separate black nation by way of the annexation of deep-south states, specifically Georgia, Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, and South Carolina (Poland, 2011).  The humor, if any; that can be drawn from that last example is that not even a racially driven terrorist organization wanted anything to do with Florida.
Ideological Right-wing Terrorism in the U.S.	
	Much like the anarchists in early 1900 utilized the discontent of the workers seeking strength in numbers offered by labor unions as a means to spread their propaganda and recruit, so to have right-wing ideological terrorists of today managed to use the medium of religious fundamentalism to not only express but also propel their political views to the forefront.  “Right-wing groups inspiring nationalist pride can be highly effective when an entire community or nation defines itself on the basis of race, nationality, or religion” and further, that “terrorism can be an effective strategy for exciting communal violence” (Poland, 2011, p. 41).
	Merriam-Webster defines ‘nationalism’ as a state of having or expressing “loyalty and devotion to a nation; especially: a sense of national consciousness exalting one nation above all others and placing primary emphasis on promotion of its culture and interests as opposed to those of other nations”.  The same source defines a ‘patriot’ as “a person who vigorously supports their country and is prepared to defend against enemies or detractors”.  Lastly, when English-speaking people think of the word ‘chauvinism’, most do so primarily with regard to one of three definitions of the word, that being “an attitude of superiority toward members of the opposite sex” rather than the lesser known “excessive or blind patriotism”.  Bastardized versions of these concepts mixed with religious fundamentalism duped the World War II era German population into thinking genocide wasn’t a bad idea after all.  The fact that groups such as the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) for example, have not only failed to fade away but have instead gone on to grow and prosper is a sad reflection of the general populace.  The not-so secrets to their success are intolerance, outright hate and violence; all of which are learned behaviors, handed down from one generation to the next.  It really is just that simple.  Right-wing ideological terrorism appears to be an exclusively white issue judging by the nefarious roster of alumni.   Poland identifies the principles upon which early Klan terrorism was primarily based, namely, patriotism and nationalism in addition to “a growing number of Christian Identity churches” which serve as “a rallying point for right-wing extremism” (2011, p. 38.).  What’s even more terrifying is that so many of the points sound all too familiar today

Single-Issue Terrorism in the U.S.
	“Single-issue terrorism may be defined as extremist militancy on the part of groups or individuals protesting a perceived grievance or wrong usually attributed to government action or inaction” with “three issues generally fall under the definition: animal rights, environmentalism, and abortion” (Norwitz, Valla, & Comcowich, 2008).  To this topic I would like to add the following: paramilitary militias, so-called patriot groups, and those claiming to be “sovereign citizens” and thus “believe that they are not subject to federal or state laws, nor are obligated to pay federal taxes”, furthermore there exists “a growing domestic threat due to some members’ belief that they can use deadly force to resist police” (Eng, Huus, & Williams, 2012).  The Christian militia group Hutaree posted training videos featuring heavily armed men “allegedly preparing for battle with [against] the Antichrist, whom they believed would be supported by local, state, and federal officials” (Eng, Huus, & Williams, 2012).  Other militias claim that their practice of stockpiling weapons and ammunition are merely “exercising their constitutional right to bear arms” but that doesn’t necessarily mean that they are “committed to revolution”; unless of course they feel attacked or threatened by communists or socialists. 

Conclusion:
It is said that failure to learn from history dooms us to repeat it.  To that end, I believe it is the responsibility of every person to be educated, regardless of position held, to be aware of past disasters and to take steps to preserve those entities whose function is critical to not only the communities they serve, but society as a whole. 
	Terrorism, be it foreign or domestic, poses both a literal and existential threat to the proverbial ‘state of being’ of the psyche of citizens on a global scale, if not directly to the institutions to which such actions are directed.   Terrorism demonstrates what reactions can be elicited from ‘the state’ as a direct result of motivated, goal-oriented, intentional violence; not unlike a swift tap to the patellar tendon with a small rubber mallet immediately followed by a knee-jerk reflex.  
	In his book, The Lesser Evil, author Michael Ignatief asserts that the “assumption of the terrorists has been proven wrong: that democratic peoples lack the will to fight for democracy” (p. 73).  What is democracy, but a structured interpretation of the expression of individual agency?  And if that’s so, then what are we as a people to assume is being attacked?  Our agency, or the structure which interprets it?
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